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PRESIDENT½S 
Report  

 At the April meeting, Dennis had the signup 

sheet for the first brat fry coming up in June and we 

will circulate that again at our meeting in May.  

Please take a close look at it and if you are able to 

assist, by all means we would love to have you.  

This will be one of two brat frys this summer as you 

know and we would appreciate all the help we can 

get.  Also, I have not heard anything but if anyone 

has a gas grill they could donate for use for the day 

at Rechekõs in Beaver Dam that would be great.  

You can also e mail me at ryantiff@charter.net if 

you canõt make the meeting but would like to assist. 

 Also at the May meeting, I anticipate taking 

action on at least the decals for our emergency 

trailer.  If you have any ideas for the trailer, we 

would love to hear them.  Hopefully we can get the 

funding for the decals at least approved and maybe 

get it out to Field Day or one of our brat frys this 

summer. 
 Speaking of Field Day, that is now under 2 

months away.  At last count, I think there were 2 or 

3 sites left.  Please think about joining us for the 

event in June.  There is no need to operate if 

youõre not wanting to, just simply come out, and 

enjoy the outdoors and some laughs with the 

group!  The event will again be at Derge Park 

west of Beaver Dam, on CTH CP between Beaver 

Dam and Randolph.  We will again have a potluck 

on Saturday evening in the enclosed shelter there 

and hope many of you can at least join us for din-

ner.  We do ask that you bring a dish to pass.  

The main course will be provided by the club as 

will the soda. 
 I held off sending this off to Dennis as we 

had a problem with our program for the May 

meeting.  I got a call from Dale earlier this week 

about a cancellation for the program next week as 

the gentleman had another engagement come up.  

With that said, I sent an e mail to several of our 

past presenters with no luck as to anyone who 

can return to do a program.  If anyone has any 

ideas for a program on Tuesday evening, please 

call or e mail me right away. 
 That is it for this month, the rest will be 

covered at the meeting next Tuesday. 

 

73 

 

Ryan KB9OWD 

RRRC President 

mailto:ryantiff@charter.net


 

 

April 2010 RRRC Meeting Minutes  

 
The regular monthly meeting of the 

Rock River Radio Club was called to order 

on Tuesday, April 6, 2010, by RRRC Presi-

dent Ryan Klavekoske, KB9OWD, at 8:09 

PM.  Due to schedule timing, the program 

was presented before the business meeting.  

**  Committee Reports  **  
Treasurerõs Report:   RRRC Treasurer Jerry 

Arndt, NO9U, presented the monthly fi-

nancial report to the group for discussion.  

Jerry also reported that he never received 

the tickets to the Tri -County Swap -fest in 

Jefferson that he had sent the money for in 

advance.  He will contact them and request 

a refund for the amount paid of $20.   A 

motion to accept the report was made by 

Ralph Hasler, N9WBL, and seconded by 

John Wallace, WB9ARJ.  A vote was taken 

and the motion passed.  
Secretaryõs Report:   The Secretaryõs Re-

port was presented by RRRC Secretary 

Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA, as the March 2010 

minutes as they were printed in the April 

2010 RRRC Newsletter.  No corrections 

were noted.  A motion to accept was 

brought by Ralph Hasler, N9WBL, and sec-

onded by John Wallace, WB9ARJ.  A vote 

was taken and the motion was passed.  

Repeater Committee:  Nothing new to re-

port on the repeater.  
RRRC Trailer:  Dale Marks, WB9ADB, re-

ported that he had a discussion with the 

Dodge County representative regarding 

ownership and usage of the trailer.  The 

County is willing to retain ownership and 

enter into a 20 -year agreement with the 
RRRC that would grant us exclusive use of 

the trailer and allow us to modify the unit 

to suit our communication needs.  The 

county would agree to responsibility for 

registration and insurance costs and pro-

vide accessible parking and storage on 

County property.  

**  Old Business  **  
RRRC Mystery Member:  Ryan, KB9OWD, 

stated that he has not heard any informa-

tion regarding Donald Davis, who sent a 

check for associate membership, but we 

have no other information on him, not even 

a call sign.  He does not come up on QRZ of 

the FCC database.  If anyone does know 

anything about him, we ask that you let one 

of the officers know.  
Meeting Room Issues:  Ryan reported that 

he left a message at the County Office re-

garding our meeting room reservation.  He 
stated that while we were willing to work 

around conflict issues from time to time, 

that we do prefer the larger room for our 

meetings and programs and since that is 

the room that we have reserved, we would 

prefer the double room 1H and 1I when-

ever possible.  He asked that they get back 

to him if there was any problem, but has 

heard nothing back.  However, we do have 

our preferred room back tonight, so possi-

bly the issue is resolved.  
RRRC Membership Certificates:  Dennis 

Weigel, KC9ICA, reported that he could 

stat printing up membership certificates 

any time and would do so.  

**  New Business  **  

RRRC Brat Fry:  A sign up sheet was passed 

around for people who can help with the 

yearõs first brat fry on Sunday, June 13th .  

Several people signed up.  The sheet will be 

passed around again at the May meeting for 
any additional people wishing to help.  The 

early shift will be from 8:30AM to 12:30PM.  

The second brat fry will be held on Friday, 

July 16th . 

RRRC Field Day:  Ryan, KB9OWD, sug-

gested that we finalize the plans for the 

Field Day Saturday evening potluck meal.  

It was agreed that 5:00PM would be the 
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THE SUBMISSION DEAD-

LINE FOR ITEMS FOR THE 

JUNE 2010 ISSUE OF THE 

RRRC NEWSLETTER IS 

TUESDAY MAY 25th.  

 

 The monthly RRRC breakfast get-

together will be on Saturday, March 6th, at 

PJõs Restaurant in Juneau.  All are welcome, 

so join us at around 8:00 AM for a pleasant 

informal gathering. 

start time, as in the past.  The Club will fur-

nish drinks and main course of sloppy Joes, 

with people attending to bring a dish to 

pass.  Ryan said that he and Tiffany would 

mix up the sloppy Joes at home and bring it 

along as they did last year.  We have the 

Quonset hut reserved again in case of bad 

weather.  Dale, WB9ADB, said that there 

are still 1 or 2 reserved 2 -night campsites 

left for anyone wishing to camp.  The Club 

pays half of the $18 per night camping fee.  

Itõs a pretty good deal. 

The monthly RRRC breakfast will be held as 

usual at PJõs in Juneau on Saturday, May 8, 

at 8:00 AM.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Business was concluded and a motion to 

adjourn was made by Ralph Hasler, N9WBL, 

and seconded by Gary Pedersen, KA9BAE.  The 

motion was passed and the meeting was ad-

journed at 8:34 PM.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA  

Secretary, Rock River Radio Club  

                       April 2010 RRRC Meeting Attendance 

 

Dennis Weigel  KC9ICA Burnett 

Jerry Arndt  NO9U  Watertown 

Gary Pedersen  KA9BAE Juneau 

Beryl Pedersen  KA9BAC Juneau 

Ralph M. Hasler  N9WBL  Oconomowoc 

John Wallace  WB9ARJ Beaver Dam 

David DePover  K9MKP  Juneau 

Ryan Klavekoske  KB9OWD Beaver Dam 

Dale Marks  WB9ADB Burnett 

Nyles Priest  W9KUW Fond du Lac 

 



 

 

RRRC Weekly Nets 

Mon. ARES 146.64 MHz 7:30 PM  

Sat. 3.947 MHz 10:00 AM  

Wed. 1.908 MHz 8:00 PM  

THE NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF 
THE ROCK RIVER RADIO CLUB WILL BE HELD 

ON TUESDAY,  MARCH 2nd AT 7:00 PM IN 
ROOMS 1H AND 1I OF THE DODGE COUNTY AD-
MINISTRATION BUILDING IN JUNEAU.  EVERY-

ONE IS WELCOME; SEE YOU THERE!  

FIELD DAY 2010 IS COMING! 
 

CONTACT DALE MARKS, WB9ADB, 

TO RESERVE YOUR CAMPSITE OR 

SIMPLY COME OUT FOR A VISIT AND 

ENJOY THE FUN. 

 

BRING YOUR RRRC COMMUNICA-

TION TRAILER IDEAS TO THE MEET-

ING AND SHARE THEM WITH THE 

GROUP.   THE MORE IDEAS WE CAN 

PUT TOGETHER, THE BETTER THE 

RESULT CAN BE. 



 

 

My hobbies of radio and photography are the 

background. 

 
1. My hobbies of Amateur radio and photogra-

phy came from my Dad. 
2. My first interest in radio was to listen to a 

crystal radio set with an earphone when I was in 

the third grade 
3. I built my first radio transmitter from junk 

parts in 1931 when I was in the ninth grade. 
4. This experience led to my first job in the Elec-

tric Department at the Monarch Range Company 

in 1935. 
5. I joined the Navy Reserve in Milwaukee as a 

radio operator in 1938 until my discharge in 1940. 
6. This Navy experience led to being asked to 

come to Truax Field In Madison to be a communi-

cations instructor for the Army Air Force. 
7. After 4 years, I was discharged and returned 

to work in Beaver Dam at Monarch Range in Engi-

neering in Design and U.L. Test.  There was no 

photographer, so I took over that as well, taking 

pictures at night for manuals and brochures. 
8. In order to get formal training in electricity 

and management, I enroller in many night courses 

at the Milwaukee University Extension.  At the 

same time, I enrolled in photography classes at 

the Milwaukee Vocational School 2 nights per 

week for eleven years. 
9. It all paid off as I worked for Monarch for 45 

years and retired as P.A. in 1980. 
As for Photography, I really got interested in the 

Service.  I attended USO classes and had my own 
darkroom.  I came home in December 1945 and 

started taking wedding and commercial photo-

graphs for Monarch and Kraft Foods. 

 
We built our home studio in 1960.  I worked 

at Monarch during the day and did sittings af-

ter work and evenings, then processed the 

film and made prints.  Made for some short 
nights.  My wife Penney quit her job as a nurse 

to help full time and our son, Gary, joined our 

operation in the early 1970õs. 

 

Now back to Ham Radio é 

 
1. In 1931, I joined the Rock River Radio Club.  

Some of the members helped us Novices  get our 

equipment built and taught us the basics of radio. 
2. With their help, I got my first temporary li-

cense with call sign W9NXV.  I got my present 

call, W9BCV, in July of 1932. 
3. We continued to build our own equipment 

until 1951.  Then, we put kits together, but still 

built our own antennas.  Back then, a rig took up 

a whole room.  The same thing now only takes up 

only part of a desktop 
With all of the new inventions and the use of 

computers, one can hardly keep up with the 

times.  Digital communication is taking over.  We 

can now communicate over radio by voice, Morse 

Code, slow scan TV, fax, and other carious types 

of digital such as packet.  My main interest is 

Dxing, as we can contact people worldwide and in 

all walks of life. 

 
òHamsó, as we are called, provide communica-

tions during all types of emergencies.  We can 

operate on battery power and provide com-

munication services when all else fails. 

 

******************************************  

 
 It was my privilege to spend a little time 

with Duane on Friday, April 30 and have him 

share a few of the highlights of his past for me 

to pass to all of us.  The items on the follow-

ing page are some of his history as well. 

 

  Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA 

A Look Back In History 

With 

Duane Haas, W9BCV 



 

 


