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PRESIDENT½S 
Report  

 Happy New Year for everyone and welcome to 

2010.  I hope everyone had a safe and blessed holiday 

season and wish everyone a healthy, safe and prosperous 

new year.  2010 brings what appears to be a busy year 

for us as a group.   
 As a reminder, if you have not sent your 2010 

dues off, please do so.  Dues are the same as in years 

past and can be sent to our treasurer Jerry, NO9U.  The 

dues help us continue to function and support the club 

throughout the upcoming year.  Please be attentive to 

see that yours are in! 

 2009 finished off with a bang and we had an-

other successful Christmas Party at Bayside Supper Club.  

Our numbers were up I believe by 8 over last year 

which is good to see.  We had a great meal as always 

and shared in the exchange of gifts and a bunch of laughs.  

Pictures of the event are available on our website at 

www.rrrc.net.  Thanks to those who attended and 

shared the afternoon with us.  Special thanks again to 

those who assisted in putting the event on and showed 

up early to help get things setup the day of the party. 

 As discussed at the December meeting again, I 

will soon be going to Rechekõs Food Pride in Beaver 

Dam and reserving our time slots for our brat fryõs this 

year.  We had a very successful event there in 2009 and 

will try and feed off of that success to make this yearõs 

events even more beneficial for the club.  I will report 

back at the January meeting with our anticipated dates 

for these events. 
 We have had a bit of a problem with our 2010 

Field Day sites and will need to discuss this at the up-

coming meeting.  If you are planning on attending the 

Field Day event in June this year, I ask that you make 

every possible effort to attend the meeting.  Some-

how, basically all of our sites for Field Day are re-

served for that weekend and there is very limited 

space still available.  We got on getting the sites much 

earlier this year to prevent this problem however for 

some reason, we ran into an issue.  We will have the 

map at the event showing what sites are available and 

the tree coverage for antennas but this is an issue we 

are going to have to address and I would like as many 

people that are planning to be there present so we can 

reach a feasible solution. 
 See the article by Dale, WB9ADB in this issue 

for information on our January program.  In February, 

we will again hold our annual Bingo night and Valen-

tines party following the meeting for our program.  As 

we have stated at previous meetings, we strive to pro-

vide interesting programs that benefit our club mem-

bership at each meeting.  As time goes by, this gets 

harder and harder to do.  If you have ideas for a pro-

gram you would like to see, please e mail myself or 

Dale, WB9ADB. 
 Plans are up and rolling with our newly ac-

quired ARES trailer.  The possibilities are basically end-

less as to what we can do with the trailer.  Dale has 

http://www.rrrc.net/


 

 

THE NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF 
THE ROCK RIVER RADIO CLUB WILL BE HELD 

ON TUESDAY,  JANUARY 5th AT 7:00 PM IN 
ROOMS 1H AND 1I OF THE DODGE COUNTY AD-
MINISTRATION BUILDING IN JUNEAU.  EVERY-

ONE IS WELCOME; SEE YOU THERE!  

done a great job of getting the unit for club use and 

plans are starting to form at the meetings as to how we 

can outfit it.  This makes our club fund raisers such as 

the brat fry that much more important to help fund 

these changes to the unit.  I encourage the membership 

to think of ideas they may have for the unit and share 

them with us. 
 We continue to struggle with our membership 

numbers which have been steady for a few years but in 

general continue to be on the decline.  In looking on 

qrz.com, there are numerous hams in the area that sim-

ply may not know we exist or have become inactive.  

We will discuss this issue more at the January meeting 

but there is some interest in doing a membership drive.  

This would possibly consist of a committee such as a 

membership committee being formed.  Ideally, this 

group would meet with the idea of recruiting member-

ship for the club and sharing ideas for how to do so.  

This may be done via mailer, personal contact or other 

means.  I urge you all to think of ideas yourself as to 

how we may benefit from getting hams locally more 

involved and to share them with the group. 
 As a side note, we talked about one of our club 

banners at the December meeting and not being sure 

where it was at.  I thought I had given it back to Dale 

but on Christmas Eve when in the garage putting the 

snow blower away, I found it hiding in the back corner 

of one of the shelves in the garage here at my home, so 

that mystery is solved! 
 I look forward to the upcoming year with 

promise for the club.  I encourage all to get involved 

with the club to the best of your ability.  This may likely 

be one of our busier years in a long time!  We have 

some challenges that lie ahead and with the help of the 

membership, we will conquer them all!  Happy New 

Year again to all and I look forward to seeing many of 

you at our meeting on Tuesday, January 5. 

 

73 

Ryan Klavekoske  KB9OWD 

RRRC President 

December 2009 RRRC Meeting Minutes 
The regular monthly meeting of the Rock 

River Radio Club was called to order on Tuesday, De-

cember 1, 2009, by RRRC President Ryan Klavekoske, 

KB9OWD, at 7:08 PM.  Introductions were done all 

around. 

 

**  Committee Reports  **  
Treasurerõs Report: RRRC Treasurer Jerry Arndt, 

NO9U, presented the treasurerõs Report to the group 

for review and discussion.   A motion to accept the 

Treasurerõs Report as presented was made by Ralph 

Hasler, N9WBL, and seconded by Gale Roberts, 

WB9RWW.  The motion was passed by voice vote. 

 
Secretaryõs Report:  Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA, pre-

sented the November 2009 RRRC minutes as they 

were printed in the December RRRC Monthly News-

letter.  No additions or corrections were announced.  

A motion to accept was extended by Mark Mullen, 

W9MIM, and seconded by Duane Haas, W9BCV.  A 

vote was taken and the motion was passed. 

 
Repeater Committee:  Dennis, KC9ICA, reported that 

he has heard back from the Wisconsin Association of 

Repeaters that the changes to our listing in the Re-

peater Directory have been made showing that we will 

no longer have auto-patch capability on the W9TCH 

Club repeater.  The phone line will be disconnected at 

the first of the New Year.  Ryan, KB9OWD, stated 

the he will make the call to take care of this.  Dennis 

said he will put an announcement in the January 2010 

RRRC Newsletter. 

 
A.R.E.S.:  Dale Marks, WB9ADB, will be presenting the 

eveningõs program that will cover items regarding 

A.R.E.S. and the RRRC Emergency Communications 

Trailer project. 

 

**  Old Business  **  
IRS Form Filing For Tax Exempt Status:  Jerry Arndt, 

NO9U, said that he has talked to the IRS and they ex-

plained that this is a simple form that can be com-

pleted on their web site in less than 15 minutes.  

There is no fee involved.  Jerry said he would take 



 

 

RRRC Weekly Nets 

Mon. ARES 146.64 MHz 7:30 PM  

Sat. 3.947 MHz 10:00 AM  

Wed. 1.908 MHz 8:00 PM  

care of it to satisfy this requirement. 

**  New Business  **  

Field Day 2010 Campsites:  Ryan, KB9OWD, suggested 

that we get an early start on reserving the campsites for 

our Field Day activities.  We normally wait until the Feb-

ruary or March time frame, which could put us in danger 

of someone else reserving them ahead of us.  Reserva-

tions can be made after January 1st, and Dale, WB9ADB, 

said he would be willing to make the reservations as he 

has in the past.  Mark Mullen, W9MIM, moved to au-

thorized payment to reserve the same sites at Derge 

County Park that we have had in past years.  Dave 

DePover, K9MKP, seconded the motion.  A voice vote 

was taken and the motion was passed. 

 

Brat Fry Date For 2010:  Ryan, KB9OWD, said that he 

has checked with Recheks on reserving a Saturday date 

and they have changed their process due to the popular-

ity and will not be taking any reservations until January 

1st.  They may also limit the number of Saturdays that 

any one group can take to allow others a chance.  He is 

willing to be there right away to get us a date, but needs 

to know which Saturday that the group would prefer.  

Several dates were discussed and it was agreed that mid-

May to the July 4th weekend would be a good time pe-

riod to shoot for.  Ryan said he will try to get us a cou-

ple of possibilities in that range. 

 

RRRC Winter Party:  Ryan reported that preparations 

have been completed.  The Decorating Committee has 

the decorations and door prizes ready for the event.  

There are 23  people with reservations, so it should be a 

nice group for the event. 

 

RRRC Emergency Communications Trailer Project:  

Dale Marks, WB9ADB, led an excellent discussion of 

items to be addressed in setting up our emergency com-

munications trailer.  Many ideas and suggestions were 

brought up on things that we can do to make this trailer 

a valuable asset to the Club and a great tool to promote 

Amateur Radio to the general public.  Additional input is 

welcome to help make this an enjoyable and useful Club 

project.  There will be many more discussions as the 

plans begin to take shape and more information is gath-

ered. 

 

The monthly RRRC breakfast will be held as usual at 

PJõs in Juneau on Saturday, December 5th at 8:00 AM. 

 

The Waukesha Ham Fest will be held on January 6th.  

No one indicated their intention to take anything to 

sell, so a Club table will not be needed. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Business was concluded and a motion to ad-

journ was made by Gary Pedersen, KA9BAE, and sec-

onded by Jerry Arndt, NO9U.  The motion was passed 

and the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM. 

                                                                                

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA 

Secretary, Rock River Radio Club 

December 2009 RRRC Meeting Attendance 
 

Dennis Weigel  KC9ICA Burnett 

Duane Haas  W9BCV  Beaver Dam 

Dave DePover  K9MKP  Juneau 

Dale Marks  WB9ADB Burnett 

Tom Fleming  N9SZF  Sun Prairie 

Ralph M. Hasler  N9WBL  Oconomowoc 

Gale Roberts  WB9RWW Clyman 

Mark Mullen  W9MIM  Beaver Dam 

Gary Pedersen  KA9BAE Juneau 

Beryl Pedersen  KA9BAC Juneau 

Jerry Arndt  NO9U  Watertown 

Ryan Klavekoske  KB9OWD Beaver Dam 
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 The monthly RRRC breakfast get-together 

will be on Saturday, January 9th, at PJõs Restaurant 

in Juneau.  All are welcome, so join us at around 

8:00 AM for a pleasant informal gathering. 

 

 

 

THE SUBMISSION DEAD-

LINE FOR ITEMS FOR THE 

FEBRUARY 2010 ISSUE OF 

THE RRRC NEWSLETTER IS 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26th.  

W9TCH Repeater News 
 
By vote of the members of the Rock River Radio 

Club, on January 1, 2010, the telephone line will 

be disconnected to the Club repeater and the 

auto-patch and 911 features will be turned off.  
This is an expense to the RRRC that has not been 

used for several years due to the popularity of cell 

phones.  No other repeater functions will be af-

fected and general repeater use is encouraged as 

always. 



 

 

2009 RRRC Winter Party 
 

 At around 3:00 PM in the afternoon on 

Sunday, December 6, 2009, the members of the 

Rock River Radio Club and their guests started to 

arrive for the annual RRRC Winter Party.  The 

weather was decent for early December, and spir-

its were high in anticipation of an enjoyable eve-

ningõs activities.  The cocktail hour was an excel-

lent time to renew acquaintances and see old 

friends to catch up on everything in life.  The Bay-

side Supper Club has a very relaxed atmosphere 

where everyone can talk and greet friends as they 

show up.  The meal was served right on schedule 

at 4:00 PM, and the staff brought out the food as 

everyone took their seats.  Good food and good 

conversation were all around and everyone pre-

sent seemed to be enjoying the festivities.  After 

the meal, the 2009 RRRC Ham Of The Year 

Award was presented to a well-deserving Mark 

Mullen, W9MIM, by the 2008 recipient Dennis 

Weigel, KC9ICA.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the 

presentation and comments as the RRRC mem-

bership honored Mark for his outstanding support 

of the Club and of always demonstrating the best 

qualities of Amateur Radio in general.  Drawings 

for door prizes for everyone followed, with the 

person whose name was drawn being given the 

opportunity to òstealó the prize from someone 

else instead of opening one of their own.  This 

opened the door for skullduggery that was not 

only permitted, but encouraged.  It was an enjoy-

able time for all, and everyone went home already 

looking forward to next year. 


