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PRESIDENT½S 
Report  

 July is behind us and here we sit with August 

on the doorstep.  I was just talking with Tiff about 

where the summer has gone.  It got warmer late 

and itõs hard to believe that August has arrived so 

quickly.  It has been a busy few months and almost 

2 months since our last meeting with a lot happen-

ing in the mean time! 
 I am first happy to report that the RRRC 

brat fry in June was successful.  We had great 

weather and a lot of volunteers who turned out to 

help.  We had steady customers for most of the day 

and even stayed open about a ½ hour late to sell off 

most of our product.  What was left was bought by 

a few of the club members left and we even had 

enough soda and chips left to use at the Field Day 

potluck dinner.  I believe our total profit for the day 

was $353.42.  Noting this was our first brat fry in a 

long time, it was on a weekday (Saturday would be 

the preferred day) and there was another brat fry a 

mile away, I say this is great!  There was little prep 

work to get ready and I would be happy to organize 

another event or two like this next year.  We will 

discuss this at the meeting on Tuesday night, but if 

we wish, I will go ahead and reserve a Saturday for 

next summer right away to make sure we get 

one! 
 In mentioning the Field Day event, we had 

another great year and I think a good time was 

had by all.  As seems to be tradition, we had our 
Saturday severe weather but for the most part, 

the storm was through in about 15 minutes and 

other than very heavy rain, we made out very 

well.  Our potluck was again a great dinner and 

was enjoyed by all.  We even had a good amount 

of leftovers that Tiff was able to run around to 

some members who could not make it which was 

a great thing!  It was a relaxing weekend of camp-

ing with great temperatures and great sleeping 

weather.  I put the W9TCH call to use and made 

a total of about 750 QSOõs on CW, missing only 

3 states on the weekend.  We had the chance to 

take our goddaughters out for an evening again 

which is always a great time for both us and them.  

They are always thrilled to come and look for-

ward to the K9MKP golf cart rides every year. 
 We have had our share of severe weather 

warnings this summer and I am pleased to report 

that all of the events, as far as I am aware, have 

been covered by us locally on our repeater.  We 

have had great communication before events with 
e mails going out about a day before predicted 

severe weather so the weather group has a heads 

up and have had great participation when it is 



 

 
needed.  I was up and did net control for one of 

the late night events with warnings after midnight 

and still had about 7 or 8 people which I knew 

were on frequency including spotters in the field 

which is great.  This speaks highly of our group at 

NWS Sullivan and further throughout the county.  

I have received a few e mails this year from other 

hams in neighboring counties that have monitored 

our group during severe weather commenting on 

how well things are going and that it is nice to have 

local nets up and going! 
 July has been a very busy month for us here 

and Tiff and I have just celebrated our 5th wedding 

anniversary (my where does time go).  It seems 

such a short time ago we were married and 5 

years have passed.  We celebrated with a week 

trip out west to South Dakota.  We were both 

there when we were younger and could not re-

member much.  We did Devilõs Tower in Wyo-

ming, 250+ miles of the Black Hills National Forest 

scenic byways, Mt. Rushmore twice (day and eve-

ning lightly ceremony), Custer State Park, Crazy 

Horse Monument, Deadwood downtown, Mt. 

Coolidge, Badlands National Park, Wall Drug and 

the Corn Palace all in 6 days!  We had a wonderful 

time and never saw rain the entire time we were 

there.  It was a great getaway for us and was our 

first real vacation since our honeymoon to Jamaica 

5 years ago.  Even got to work some other travel-

ers on a repeater in Rapid City, SD which was 

nice!  I have attached some photos to Dennis for 

the newsletter here if he has extra room. 
 It has been a few months and I am excited 

to get back in the swing of things with our August 

meeting and club breakfast the following Saturday.  

See you all next Tuesday! 

 

73 

Ryan Klavekoske KB9OWD 

RRRC President 

  

  

Happy 5th Anniversary 

 

Ryan & Tiffany 



 

 

June 2009 RRRC Meeting Minutes  
The regular monthly meeting of the 

Rock River Radio Club was called to order 

on Tuesday, June 2, 2009, by President Ryan 

Klavekoske, KB9OWD, at 7:06 P.M.  The 

eveningõs program will be discussion of the 

upcoming Field Day weekend.  
 Treasurerõs Report:  RRRC Treasurer 

Jerry Arndt, NO9U, presented the Treas-

urerõs Report to those present.  Motion to 

accept the Treasurerõs Report was offered 

by Dave DePover, K9MKP, and seconded by 

Ralph Hasler, N9WBL.  After a brief general 

discussion, a vote was taken and the motion 

was passed. 
Secretaryõs Report:  RRRC Secretary 

Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA, presented the Sec-

retaryõs Report as the May 2009 RRRC 

monthly meeting minutes that were pub-

lished in the June 2009 RRRC Newsletter.  

Motion to accept the Secretaryõs Report as 

published was made by Jerry Arndt, NO9U, 

and seconded by Bill Paxson, KA9OTV.  A 

vote was taken and the motion was passed.  

**  Committee Reports  **  
 Repeater Committee:  Dale, 

WB9ADB, reported that he received the an-

nual notice to update our repeater coordi-

nation from the Wisconsin Association of 

Repeaters, along with tha bill for our $20.00 

annual membership fee.  

 Field Day:  Dale also reported that we 

have 3 Field Day campsites still open at 

Derge Park.  Terry Carr, W9TAC, is plan-

ning on coming down from Eau Claire and 

will be taking one of them.  

 ARES:   Dale stated that he has been 
following some projects that other groups 

have been working on for the last year or 

two.  At the last ARES conference, there 

was an event that they called Bus -O-Rama.  

It consisted of a display of emergency com-

munication vehicles of any type, buses, trail-

ers, trucks, or vans that were set up for use 

in emergency situations.  The sizes of the ve-

hicles and the amount of equipment inside 

varied greatly.  Taking on a similar project 

could be a good project for RRRC members 

to work on to increase interest and activity 

would provide something valuable for us to 

use when needed.  There may be the possibil-

ity of us getting the old HazMat trailer that 

was parked by the Beaver Dam Fire Station 

and is no longer used.  It seems to be in very 

good condition and the Emergency Manage-

ment Director had hinted that it might be 
available for us to get for emergency com-

munication use.  In addition to emergency 

use, it would be available for Field Day.  

Other groups park their vehicles at a mall or 

other event one Saturday a month or so to 

promote emergency communication and 

amateur radio in general.  It is very good 

publicity.  In talking to other clubs, Dale 

found that expenses of a project like this are 

supported by fundraising events such as brat 

fries.  To keep expenses down, some groups 

have the members bring their own radio 

gear when they use the vehicle.  The club 

would provide antennas, power supplies, or a 

generator that would be installed and always 

available.  

Weather:   Brian Krotzman, K9BJK, 

has volunteered to head up our Severe 

Weather group.  Thanks to Brian for step-

ping up and helping with these very impor-

tant duties.  We have had good support for 

our severe weather nets.  

**  Old Business  **  

 Brat Fry:  Ryan, KB9OWD, reported 

that everything appears to be in order for 

this Saturday.  The sign up sheets showed 

that we should have good coverage for work-

ers and cooks.  Grills and Nesco cookers are 

lined up and Rechekõs is ready to support us 

with the meat and other supplies.  Ryan said 
he will be there around 8:00 AM to double -



 

 

 

 

 

THE SUBMISSION DEAD-

LINE FOR ITEMS FOR THE 

SEPT 2009 ISSUE OF THE 

RRRC NEWSLETTER IS  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21st.  

check everything.  The morning shift work-

ers should arrive around 9:00 for setup, 

chopping onions, and general preparations.  

Ryan said he will pick up the RRRC banner 

from Dale ahead of time.  RRRC Treasurer 

Jerry Arndt, NO9U, will give Ryan a check 

to obtain startup money for the cash 

drawer.  

 Field Day:  Final details of our Field 

Day event at Derge Park were discussed.  

The Saturday potluck dinner will be at 5:00 

PM as in the past.  The Quonset Hut shelter 

is reserved for day in case of unfriendly 

weather.  The main course will be Sloppy 

Joe hamburgers provided by the Club with a 

dish to pass provided by those attending.  

Band selection for operating was discussed 

and it looks as though we will have plenty of 

opportunity for everyone.  We will have a 

note in the newspaper inviting people to 

stop out to see what we have going on.  

 

**  New Business  **  

 Meeting Programs:  Possibilities for 

future meeting programs were discussed.  
Gary Kanalte from Channel 3 in Madison has 

offered to come up to present a program.  

The meeting time and order of events 

would need to be adjusted to allow him to 

get back to Madison in time for the 10 PM 

news broadcast.  Another idea was to visit 

the television station itself to see how a 

broadcast show is accomplished.  Any other 

ideas from members would be welcome.  

Jerry Arndt, NO9U, said that he has 4 new 

videos from Dxpeditions that could be used 

if needed.  These videos are always interest-

ing and enjoyable to watch.  Another idea is 

to contact the companies installing the 

windmills to present information on how 

they are constructed and utilized.  

 RRRC Communication Trailer:  It was 

agreed that converting the old HazCom 

trailer for emergency communication use 

would be a worthwhile project.  Dale sug-

gested that we set up a committee to inves-

tigate this possibility and determine what 

would be involved in the process.  He has 

pictures of the units that were at the Bus -O

-Rama that he can bring to the August 

meeting for ideas for further discussion.  

 Dave DePover, K9MP, asked 

whether we still have need of the auto -

patch on the W9TCH repeater, as it does 

not seem to get used much any more.  Oth-

erwise, we could possibly switch to a new 

provider to cut costs.  Ryan said he will 

make some calls to get some prices for 

comparison.  Another possibility might be 

to use the Emergency Management line.  

Further discussion will be needed.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Business was concluded and a motion 

to adjourn was made by Jerry Arndt, 

NO9U, and seconded by Ralph Hasler, 

N9WBL.  The motion was passed and the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:26 PM.  

 
                                                                         

         Respectfully Submitted,  
                                                                         

           Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA  

                                                                         

           Secretary, Rock River Radio Club  
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RRRC Weekly Nets 

Mon. ARES 146.64 MHz 7:30 PM  

Sat. 3.947 MHz 10:00 AM  

Wed. 1.908 MHz 8:00 PM  

THE NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

OF THE ROCK RIVER RADIO CLUB WILL BE 

HELD ON TUESDAY,  AUGUST 4th AT 7:00 

PM IN ROOMS 1H AND 1I OF THE DODGE 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING IN 

JUNEAU.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME; SEE 

YOU THERE!  

June 2009 RRRC Meeting Attendance 

 

Dennis Weigel  KC9ICA Burnett 

Ryan Klavekoske  KB9OWD Beaver Dam 

Tiffany Klavekoske Visitor  Beaver Dam 

Jerry Arndt  NO9U  Watertown 

Dennis Druecke  K9DLD  Juneau 

Dale Marks  WB9ADB Burnett 

Mark Mullen  W9MIM  Beaver Dam 

Duane Haas  W9BCV  Beaver Dam 

Dave DePover  K9MKP  Juneau 

Ralph M. Hasler  N9WBL  Oconomowoc 

Bill Paxson  KA9OTV Waterloo 

Beryl Pedersen  KA9BAC Juneau 

 

 

Mosquito Spray...Worth a try   
I was at a deck party awhile back, and the 

bugs were having a ball biting everyone. A 
man at the party sprayed the lawn and deck 

floor with Listerine, and the little demons dis-
appeared. The next year I filled a 4 -ounce 

spray bottle and used it around my seat 

whenever I saw mosquitoes. And voila! That 
worked as well. It worked at a picnic where 

we sprayed the area around the food table, 
the children's swing area, and the standing 

water nearby. During the summer, I don't 

leave home without it ..... Pass it on.  

 
OUR FRIEND'S COMMENTS: I tried this on 

my deck and around all of my doors. It works 

- in fact, it killed them instantly. I bought my 

bottle from Target and it cost me $1.89. It 

really doesn't take much, and it is a big bot-

tle, too; so it is not as expensive to use as the 

can of Bug-spray you buy that doesn't last 30 

minutes. So, try this, please. It will last a cou-

ple of days. Don't spray directly on a wood 

door (like your front door), but spray around 

the frame. Spray around the window frames, 

and even inside the dog house.  

 

  
73' Tim Norbury W9LUB 
 



 

 

Field Day 2009 
 
Field Day 2009 was a fun event as always, complete 

with our usual blast from Mother Nature.  Satur-

day evening brought a storm system through, com-

plete with winds, warnings, and heavy rain.  It had 

some of us pretty nervous and heading for cover.  

When it passed, it turned out pleasant for the bal-

ance of the weekend.  The Saturday night pot luck 

dinner provided plenty of great food and great 

company.  There were a few familiar faces who 

could not make it, and they were greatly missed.   



 

 

The June 2009 RRRC Brat Fry 

 

Many thanks to all who helped make our Rock 

River Radio Club Brat Fry a successful fund-

raiser event for the club.  We had plenty of 

cheerful volunteers, which made the work light, 

easy, and fun.  Chef Mark, W9MIM, gave us a 

lesson in streamlined brat-cooking.  You could 

tell he has cooked some brats in his time.  Super-

Salesperson Barb Hasler really turned it on and 

showed us how she could convince a customer 

wanting to buy one or two brats that he really 

wanted 4 or 5.  It was a beautiful day and even 

though it was a Friday, we had a good stream of 

hungry customers and we were able to make 

some money for the Club Treasury to help out in 

these times of troubled economy.   


