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PRESIDENT½S 
Report  

 Hello again to all as we welcome in 

spring, although it is hard to imagine consider-

ing the up and down weather.  One day of sun-

shine and 60, the next snow at 20!  It confuses 

the mind but I for one am ready to hit spring 

running and get outside more.  The longer 

winter, cooped up gets me raring to go when 

we start to get teased by Mother Nature.  
 We have had some talk of a brat fry and 

I am happy to report that our day is in the 

books.  Mark your calendar for Friday, June 5, 

2009 at Rechekõs Food Pride in Beaver Dam.  I 

will try to meet with the staff before our April 

meeting to get more details on what is all in-

volved and we will have to do some firm plan-

ning at our next two monthly meetings.  I have 

paid the $25 fee to hold that date and I will try 

and do some research to find out what is all 

involved and present that to the club at the 

April meeting.  This will be a big undertaking 

that will require a lot of cooperation from the 

club.  I hope we have a good crew willing to 

turn out and assist as this has the possibility to 

be a big fund raiser for the club!  

 Speaking of the month of June, ARRL 

Field Day is quickly approaching.  The sites 

are reserved and a lot of them paid for and 

the reservation cards distributed.  We need 

to address the fact of what we want to do 

this year.  If we want to do an order on 

some T -Shirts, pins etc. like we have in the 

past, I am game for that and willing to do 

the bulk order but will need to know the 

wishes of the club.  Bring your ideas to the 

next few meetings and we will put every-

thing together and make Field Day 2009 an-

other successful event.  
 The summer months approaching 

means a lot of obligations for everyone.  

This can hurt our meeting attendance and it 

is important to have good programs to keep 

folks coming out.  We have talked about 

putting together another òfox huntó, which 

we have not done in several years as well as 

bringing back other past programs that have 

been successful.  I will entertain some dis-

cussion at the April meeting as to what we 

want to do in the upcoming months so we 

are well prepared.  
 It was a nice treat to check in to the 

RRRC 40 meter net on 75 Saturday morning 

from NW Wisconsin at the W0AIH QTH.  

We were doing the CQ WPX SSB contest 



 

 

THE NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

OF THE ROCK RIVER RADIO CLUB WILL BE 

HELD ON TUESDAY, APRIL 7th AT 7:00 PM 

IN ROOMS 1H AND 1I OF THE DODGE 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING IN 

JUNEAU.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME; SEE 

YOU THERE!  

March 2009 RRRC Meeting Minutes  

 

The regular monthly meeting of the 

Rock River Radio Club was called to order 

on Tuesday, March 3, 2009, by President 

Ryan Klavekoske, KB9OWD, at 7:07 P.M.  

 
 Treasurerõs Report:  The Treasurerõs 

Report was presented by RRRC Treasurer 

Jerry Arndt, NO9U, and reviewed by those 

present.  Also, as discussed last month, 

Jerry had the RRRC insurance policy ana-

lyzed to make sure we have proper cover-

age.  The first item checked was the re-

peater coverage.  They found that book 

value of our repeater is $200, but the cover-

age has a $500 deductable, so there is actu-

ally no coverage.  Also, Field Day is covered 

for liability and injuries.  Jerry also read a 

letter that he received from the ARRL 

thanking the RRRC for the donation in 

memory of Silent Key, Roy Pedersen, 

K9FHI.  A motion was presented by Mark 

Mullen, W9MIM, to accept the Treasurerõs 

Report as presented and seconded by Dave 

DePover, K9MKP.  A vote was taken and 

the motion was passed.  

 
Secretaryõs Report:   RRRC Secretary 

presented the Secretaryõs Report as the 

minutes that were published in the March 

2009 RRRC Newsletter.  A motion was 

made to accept the minutes as printed by 

Ralph Hasler, N9WBL, with a second by 

Jerry Arndt, NO9U.  A vote was taken and 

the minutes were accepted as printed.  

 

**  Committee Reports  **  

 
Repeater Committee:  Dale Marks, 

WB9ADB, stated that there is nothing new 

to report on the repeater.  We are experi-

encing no issues or problems with it.  

and I had a bit of a lull in the action which 

gave me a chance to check in.  I cranked the 

amp way back and turned the four square to 

the SE position and everyone sounded great!  

We ended up with about 4,000 qsoõs between 

5 operators over the weekend.  It was a blast 

with some really good rates and even some 

DX.  That being said, there has been a lot of 

grumbling about sunspots and the long de-

cline in this solar cycle.  I will jump on that 

bandwagon and say that it is time for the sun 

to start cooperating and bring us some good 

HF slowly back.  The sun didnõt keep us busy 

but Murphy did which is rare from W0AIH.  

We blew the same high voltage fuse several 
times on the 160 amp and never did totally 

figure out what kept tripping it.  This fuse 

runs along 3 amps for 40, 80 and 160.  I was 

only in there one time when it went, about 

1:00 A.M. Sunday morning right after I got up 

for the overnight shift.  If youõre ever tired, 

the very loud pop and flash of a blown high 

voltage fuse is a good way to get your atten-

tion!  We also had a relay go out on the 20 

meter amp and blew out the back up 40 me-

ter amp.  That said, it is a greatly reliable sta-

tion and weekends like that are rare.  
 I look forward to seeing you all next 

Tuesday at what will be a busy and important 

business meeting.  
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Ryan Klavekoske KB9OWD  

RRRC President  



 

 

ARES:  Dale announced that the ARES 

Weather Procedures Manual for 2009 will 

be on the RRRC web site soon.  There will 

be a few changes, so anyone wishing to par-

ticipate in weather nets should download 

the new one when it is available and review 

it.  Also, there will be a Weather Spotter 

Class on Wednesday, April 16 th  at the Bea-

ver Dam High School.  Dale has fliers that 

can be distributed prior to the event to get 

the word out.  Dale has also sent out a re-

minder to all those that have been involved 

In the weather nets to test their abilities to 

get onto the backbone repeaters to check 

out their capabilities before the severe 

weather season starts.  
Field Day:  Dale said he has 2 camp sites still 

available for both nights at Field Day.  They 

are $18 per night, but with the RRRC cover-

ing one -half of the cost, it provides 2 nights 

of camping for $18 total.  A reminder will be 

put in the April RRRC Newsletter.  We also 

have reserved the Quonset Hut shelter 

again this year for our pot luck dinner at 

5:00 PM on Saturday night.  

 

**  Old Business  **  

 Ryan, KB9OWD, confirmed that we 

have a table reserved at the AES Superfest 

on Friday and Saturday, April 3 rd  and 4th .  

Friday hours are 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  Satur-

day hours are 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  He will 

be getting the RRRC banner from Dale 

Marks, WB9ADB, and going down on Friday 

to get the table set up.  He will include infor-

mation about the Club so that people who 

hear us on Weather Nets and the like will 

know who we are.  Jerry, NO9U, stated that 

we have table 15 confirmed for the Jefferson 

Tri -County swap fest on Sunday, March 15 th,.  

He has also received confirmation that we 

were assigned table number one for the 

MARA swap fest in Stoughton on Saturday, 

April 18 th .   

Brat Fry:  Ryan also did some checking on 

working with radio station WBEV to have 

our brat fry with one of their remote setups.  

He found that due to the extra cost for the 

remote, we would be better off to do our 

own at Rechekõs on a Friday or Sunday.  Af-

ter much discussion, it was agreed that a 

Friday would likely yield better results than 

a Sunday, and June would be better than 

July.  Ryan said he will sign us up for one of 

the first two Fridays in June.  We can than 

firm up the schedule and line up workers at 

the April RRRC meeting.  

**  New Business  **  

Training:  Randy Grunewald, KB9KEG, 

talked about the upcoming Amateur Li-

cense Training Class sponsored by the Fond 

du Lac Radio Club.  The class is a 2 -day 

event for Technician Class and will be held 

at UW Fond du Lac.  The General Class 

training will be added if there is enough in-

terest.  The sessions are on Saturday, April 

24th , from 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM and Sunday, 

April 25 th , from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The 

license examination will follow the class on 

Sunday at 3:00 PM.  The flier was included 

in the March RRRC Newsletter and will be 

included in the April issue, as well.  

 

RRRC Breakfast:  The monthly breakfast 

will be at PJõs Restaurant in Juneau on Sat-

urday at 8:00 AM.  Dennis, KC9ICA, will 

send an email note to everyone on the 

RRRC distribution list.  

 

RRRC Newsletter Back Issues:  Dennis 

Weigel, KC9ICA, reported that he received 

an email from our Webmaster, Lucky, 

K9LUK.  We have back issues of the news-

letter available on the RRRC web site back 

to around 2006.  Lucky was asking how far 

back we wished to have available on line.  

The matter was discussed and agreed that 

a running 12 months would be sufficient on 

line.  As each new issue is added, the oldest 

one would be deleted, so we could always 

go back one year.  
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THE SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
FOR ITEMS FOR THE MAY 2009 
ISSUE OF THE RRRC NEWSLET-

TER IS FRIDAY, APRIL 24th.  

RRRC Weekly Nets 

Mon. ARES 146.64 MHz 7:30 PM  

Sat. 3.947 MHz 10:00 AM  

Wed. 1.908 MHz 8:00 PM  

Upcoming Events 
  

AES Superfest ð Friday & Saturday, April 3 & 4  

 Amateur Electronics Store  

 5710 W. Good Hope Road  

 Milwaukee, WI  

 

Weather Spotter Class - Thursday, April 16, 6:30 -8:30PM 

 Beaver Dam High School Auditorium  

 Corner of Gould & McKinley Streets  

 Beaver Dam, WI  

 

Madison MARA Hamfest ð Saturday, April 18  

 Mandt Community Center  

 400 Mandt Parkway  

 Stoughton, WI  

 

Ozaukee Radio Club Spring Hamfest ð Saturday, May 2  

 Circle B Recreation Center  

 6261 State Hwy 60 (Hwy 60 & Hwy I)  

 Cedarburg, WI  

Ryan, KB9OWD, reported that he had vis-

ited the station of Paul Bittner, W0AIH, 

near Eau Claire.  This station (known as the 

òFarmó) is used by many operators for con-

test participation or just general operating, 

and anyone is always warmly welcomed.  

While Ryan was there, Paul brought out 

some of his antique amateur radio equip-

ment for those present to see.  Ryan said he 

took a lot of pictures and plans to put them 

into a Powerpoint presentation to show at 

our next RRRC monthly meeting.  

  

Program for April Meeting:  Ryan, 

KB9OWD, offered discussion of ideas for an 

April program.  He said he could talk to 

Dick Engel, K9RWE, from AES and ask if he 

would be willing to come up and talk about 

some of the new products that have come 

out since he last visited us about a year and 

a half ago.  Those present agreed that this 

suggestion was a good idea and Ryan said he 

would talk to him.  Another suggestion was 

a fox hunt when the weather is warm and 

we have more daylight.  Ryan also noted 

that the Wisconsin QSO Party is coming up 

on Sunday, March 15 th . 

 

Business was concluded and a motion to ad-

journ was made by Jerry Arndt, NO9U, and 

seconded by Ralph Hasler, N9WBL.  The 

motion was passed and the meeting was ad-

journed at 7:38 PM.  

                                                                           

Respectfully Submitted,  
Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA  

Secretary, Rock River Radio Club  




