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JAN. 2007 MEETING MINUTES
The regular monthly meeting of the Rock River Radio Club

was called to order on Tuesday, January 2, 2007, by President Ryan
Klavekoske, KB9OWD, at 7:04 P.M.

Secretary’s Report:  Presented as printed in the January
2007 RRRC Newsletter.  Motion was presented and seconded to
accept the Secretary’s report as printed.  Motion Carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Presented as printed in the January
2007 RRRC Newsletter.  The checking account balance was re-
ported at $1127.28 with $66.50 in Petty Cash.  The Bayside Supper
Club and Connie DePover were paid for Winter Party expenses.
Motion presented by Connie, K9CID, and seconded by Dave,
K9MKP, to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion Carried.

     Committee Reports
Repeater Committee:  Dale Marks, WB9ADB reported that

ARES is setting up a state-wide repeater system and that he has
been asked to be involved in this.  It will be a system of 10 repeaters
in the state plus various personal systems may also be tied in.  He
also noted that the EMCOMM class requirements have been
revised to having people take the FEMA classes.  Jerry, KO9U,
reported that he has completed all of the classes except the new
701 class.  This includes the Honor Roll class for mentoring.
Congratulations, Jerry!

Elf Committee:  Connie DePover, K9CID,  reported that
shopping for the 2007 Winter Party has already begun.  This was

to take advantage of the after-holiday bargains.
                       Old Business
The Waukesha Mid-Winter Ham Fest is on Saturday,

January 6.  The Club has reserved a table for anyone needing it.
The Club Breakfast is scheduled for the second Saturday,

January 13.
                      New Business 
Duane, W9BCV, suggested moving the monthly meeting to

the second Tuesday of the month.  During discussion, it was
discovered that Jerry, KO9U, has a VFW meeting on the second
Tuesday of every month where he is a financial officer, so it was
decided to leave our meeting day unchanged.  Duane also noted
that although he has not been able to take a photograph of every
club member, he will send out the ARES cards with the photos he
currently has.

It was decided that our February meeting would be a
Takeaway Bingo event with white elephant prizes.  Attendees
have the option to bring munchies to pass.  We will be able to view
the DXpedition DVD video that Jerry, KO9U, was not able to
present at the January meeting.  It looks to be an enjoyable event.

Field Day 2007 was discussed.  Since we had several unused
camping sites at Derge Park last year, reducing the number of sites
was discussed.  A motion was made by Dave, K9MKP, and
seconded by connie, K9CID, to reduce the number of sites
reserved by the club from 12 to 8.  The motion was discussed and
approved.  The 2007 Field Day Committee will be established at the
February meeting.

The emergency generator battery explosion experienced by
Dale, WB9ADB, at the Dodge County Sheriff’s Department was
discussed.  A photo of the aftermath was printed in the January
RRRC newsletter.  It was agreed that Dale was extremely lucky not
to have been seriously injured, and we all learned something about
the hazards of maintenance-free batteries.  Dale has sent photos
and information to the ARRL for them to use in a future QST
magazine safety article.

It was announced that the Watertown club meetings will be
held in the Watertown High School, Room S-11A, starting with the
January meeting.  The change was caused by the reduction of
hours at the Watertown Library to reduce operating costs.  This
did not leave enough time for the club meetings, so a new site
needed to be selected.

Motion was made by Ralph, N9WBL, with a second by Tim,
W9LUB, to adjourn.  Motion carried and the meeting was ad-
journed at 7:35 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dennis Weigel – KC9ICA
Secretary, Rock River Radio Club

JAN. 2007 ATTENDANCE
Dennis Weigel KC9ICA Burnett
Jerry Arndt NO9U Watertown
Ryan Klavekoske KB9OWD Beaver Dam
Dennis Druecke K9DLD Juneau
Dave DePover K9MKP Juneau
Duane Haas W9BCV Beaver Dam
Bob Dunham KA9UPI Beaver Dam
Gale Roberts WB9RWW Clyman
Tim Norbury W9LUB Watertown
Ralph M Hasler N9WBL Oconomowoc
Connie DePover K9CID Juneau
Dale Marks WB9ADB Burnett



THE DEADLINE
FOR THE MARCH

ISSUE OF THE
RRRC NEWS IS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23rd

PRESIDENTIAL
REPORT

By Ryan Klavakoske
KB9OWD

BINGO!!
Please join us after the meeting on February 6 for some Bingo

fun!  Bingo will be part of our program that evening as is becoming
a valentine’s tradition.

Bingo cards and chips provided.  We do ask that all persons
participating bring a “white elephant gift” to be used as prizes for
those lucky winners.  Although not required you may think about
a special “valentines treat” to share with the group.  Word is that
sandwiches and some munchies will already be there from some
members and I am sure any treat you have would be enjoyed by
all.

An opportunity like BINGO night is also a great opportunity
to bring a friend or guest to share in the fun and introduce them
to ham radio and the RRRC.

Look forward to seeing you all February 6.  Get your voices
ready for the shout of BINGO!

test session, and you may /not/ operate as /AG or /AE /until/ you have
upgraded and have been issued a CSCE marked for upgrade,” he stresses.
“A valid /CSCE/ for element credit only does not confer any operating
privileges.” Henderson also advises all radio amateurs to know and fully
understand their operating privileges before taking to the airwaves. Some
Technician licensees reportedly started showing up on 75 meters Decem-
ber 15 in the mistaken belief that they had gained phone privileges there.

The FCC /R&O/ includes an /Order on Reconsideration/ in WT
Docket 04-140 — the so-called “omnibus” proceeding. It will modify Part
97 in response to ARRL’s request to accommodate automatically
controlled narrowband digital stations on 80 meters in the wake of other
rule changes that became effective last December 15. The Commission
designated 3585 to 3600 kHz for such operations, although that segment
will remain available for CW, RTTY and data. The ARRL had requested
that the upper limit of the CW/RTTY/data subband be set at 3635 kHz
so there would be no change in the existing 3620 to 3635 kHz subband.

The ARRL has posted all relevant information on these important
Part 97 rule revisions on its “FCC’s Morse Code Report and Order WT
Docket 05-235 <http://www.arrl.org/fcc/morse/>”; Web page.

Submitted by Randy Grunewald KB9KEG

MORSE CODE REQUIREMENT
ENDS FEBRUARY 23

(continued from page 1)

UPCOMING ARES/
RACES MEETING

We will be meeting on February 10 9:15 AM at the Juneau
Library 250 N. Fairfied Ave in Juneau. So far on the agenda:

Review and update of the Weather Program.
Presentation of the HIWAY WATCH program by Bob

Young of the Wisconsin Dept of Transportation.
Discussion of future training.
Please mark your calendars.  Some of us will be meeting for

breakfast at PJ’s prior to this meeting, (at 8:00 AM) please join us.

WISCONSIN AMATEUR
RADIO GROUP RECEIVES

FEDERAL GRANT
Tuesday, January 16, 2007
Wisconsin Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES)/

Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES) received a
$72,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Public Health to improve
emergency communications for hospitals throughout Wisconsin.
The money will be used to improve communications infrastructure
involving amateur radio methods to ensure essential communica-
tions for hospitals in the case of terrorism and other emergencies
that may disrupt normal communications.

Wisconsin ARES/RACES surveyed the emergency com-
munications capabilities of Wisconsin hospitals, and worked with
interested hospitals to develop amateur radio communications
support equipment and programs tailored to meet each hospital’s
specific needs.  Then activation plans were jointly developed and
practiced to ensure effective assistance in the event of need.  This
work put Wisconsin ARES/RACES in position to request this
grant funding.

Wisconsin ARES/RACES incorporated WeComm, Ltd. to
determine appropriate infrastructure upgrades around the state,
and to project manage implementation of those upgrades.
WeComm Ltd. elected a board of directors, and has been meeting
and investigating communications needs.  Non-profit status has
been sought.

Amateur Radio is frequently called on to provide “last mile”
communications in emergency situations.  Often communications
fail when emergency situations occur, and the flexible and portable
nature of amateur radio equipment and procedures allows commu-
nications gaps to be filled.  In Wisconsin Amateur Radio is most
frequently involved in rescue and cleanup operations following
tornados.  Amateur Radio is also the most common means for
storm spotters to get information about weather to the National
Weather Service regional offices.

Wisconsin Amateur Radio operators also are involved in
communication networks supporting hurricane monitoring, and
the cleanup in the aftermath of these large storms.  They also
practice and work with local authorities to prepare for any number
responses to natural and manmade disasters, as well as using their
talent and equipment to provide communications for runs, bike
rides, ski races, parades and many other events.

For more information please contact:
Bill Neimuth, ARES Section Emergency Coordinator, Wis-

consin and RACES Chief Radio Officer, Wisconsin,
bniemuth@new.rr.com

Keith Lodahl, Wisconsin ARES/RACES Public Information
Officer 920-344-7363, kb9num@charter.net



LADIES CORNER
By Connie DePover K9CID

We women are a part of the RRRC. Maybe we need to gather hints and recipes
to share. Valentines Day is fast approaching an to please our “angels” here’
a low fat dessert serves 9
1 envelope unflavored gelatin   1 carton 8oz fat free cool whip
¾ c. cold water                           5 cups angel food cake cubes or torn
½ sugar or splenda
1 pkg of frozen strawberries thawed

In saucepan, combine gelatin and cold water let stand 5 minutes to soften.
Over low heat stir gelatin until dissolved. Remove from heat and add sugar.
Stir to dissolve stir in undrained    strawberries Chill until partially thick fold
in cool whip.Fold cake pieces into strawberry mixture. Pour into 8” square
pan. Chill until firm Nutritional Info: calories 210, fat 3gm, cholesterol 0,
Sodium 144mg, Carbohydrates 42gm, protein 3 gm.



Rock River Radio Club of Wisconsin 
Financial Report For 

Month of January, 2007 
 

Action Date  Account Name  Debit  Credit  Balance 
 
Bal. 12/6  Checking Bal.      $1,127.28 
 
DEP 12/11  Deposit     $20.00    1,147.28 
 
DEP 1/3  DePover 9171 &  

Hasler 5544    $56.00    1,203.28 
 
1045 1/3  Connie DePover  83.70      1,119.58 
 
1046 1/3  Duane Haas  59.25      1,060.33 
 
DEP 1/5  Robert Klein 8900   $10.00    1,070.33 
 
DEP 1/5  David Pitzin 7356   $10.00    1,080.33 
 
DEP 1/10  Christian 4877 
   Salkowski 2812    $30.00    1,110.33 
 
1047 1/10  Ken Ebneter 
   SS Dave DePover $11.00      1,099.33 
 
DEP 1/12  Robert McKay 5269   $10.00    1,109.33 
 
DEP 1/24  Neuburg & Bill Mullin   $35.00    1,144.33 
 
1048 1/24  ARRL Dues  
   Roy Pedersen  $36.00      1,108.33 
 
 1/24/07  Petty Cash Balance          $77.40 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Gerald C. Arndt -Gerald C. Arndt - Treasurer  

Article for February Newsletter
By Jerry Arndt – Treasurer

Recently some things have happened that cause me to at
last want to write an article for the newsletter.  Whether or not it
is published is strictly up to those that would determine the worth
of any article to be published.

The first part of my article is one that appeared in QRZ DX
publication, and I am using it by permission of the editor, Carl Smith
N4AA.  This article appeared in several of the Amateur radio
publications.

“I never felt as ashamed of amateur radio as I did when I came
across a pileup on 14.011-14.014 trying to work 1A4A.  He kept
asking for NA and W6, W7 stations and many stations across the
country kept calling anyway.  But was that enough?  No, they
wouldn’t stop calling.  And they kept calling even while the station
called was attempting to get his report across.  Every one of these
stations was operated by an Extra class license, if they were legal.
I remember no time in the past that rivals the sheer lack of discipline
being exemplified by so many American amateurs today.  I wonder
just how many of them there are out there.  It appears that they
don’t know Morse code and can’t hear/understand the DX, the
dynamics of the interaction and the proper time to call.  I wonder
just how many of them are using code readers and sending
machine code.  I only had one QSO with 1A4a, on 15 meter CW.
I wanted a second QSO to hedge my bet, but I turned my rig off
and left the shack.  Having to witness the amateur service going
down is undermining my desire to even be associated with it.

I blame DX spotting for the situation.  If that had not made
DX easily available to a whole class of hams that had neither the
initiative, nor the motivation, to find DX on their own, we would
not have this problem on this scale today.  I am sorry to see DX’ing

become just another activity of the unwashed masses.  It now
ranks right up there with the juvenile game of “king of the
mountain.”  Sadly, I think this class doesn’t read DX publications
and will not respond to any form of instruction.

I heard the same thing on 160 recently when a station in the
Caribbean kept asking for EU, EU and American hams kept calling.
It makes me respect the 3A ops all the more.”

I would like to add my feelings to this.  In the recent issue
of QST which I received today and referring to the recent passing
of the “No Code” license issue, it was said that “This change
eliminates an unnecessary regulatory burden…”  FCC.

I totally disagree with that statement, and speaking for
myself, I feel that we have lowered the standards of becoming a
licensed operator to the point where we are again reviving the CB
concept of ham radio.  What the person above stated is exactly my
feelings.  Try contacting a rare DX station once, and see what I
mean.  There are the police, the tuner-uppers, the mockers, etc.  I
really feel that anything worth fighting for is worth having.  Right
now if a person tunes into the internet, they can literally, pass a
ham radio test without even having ever turned on a rig.  Why has
this happened?? I think it’s quite clear.  So that people can sell more
radios and equipment, and the ARRL can get more members and
more money.  Unless things get better, which I doubt they will with
admission of anyone into the field, that is exactly what is going to
happen.

Looking back to when I took my General Test, it was because
of a fear I built up, that I had to take the code test 13 times.  That
meant going to either Milwaukee or Chicago to take it.  BUT..when
I passed it, it was an honor to be able to say I was a “Ham”.  I worked
hard to get it, and it had some value now.  Just my opinion and you
know what they say about opinions.  Thanks for hearing me out.

COME ONE COME ALL
By Connie DePover K9CID

It’s Bingo time again. Our second annual *WHITE EL-
EPHANT BINGO* NIGHT is scheduled for Tuesday Feb 6th at our
regular meeting.

White elephant bingo is when you bring a gag or unwanted
item, wrap it up interesting and join a bingo game. When all the
prizes are gone we can *STEAL* from the other players. This may
be the only time that stealing is legal. We will be having a potluck
supper. Sandwiches will be provided along with dinnerware,
drinks and clean-up. Also bring your favorite guy or sweetheart,
pick up something from the Deli or from the pantry and have some
fun. Remember laughter is the best medicine. Come join the other
quick witted RRRC members and let you hair down. See you there.

PLEASE
PAY YOUR
2007 DUES!


