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SEPTEMBER 2006 RRRC
MEETING MINUTES

            The regular monthly meeting of the Rock River
Radio Club was called to order by President Terry Carr, W9TAC,
at 7:00 P.M.

Secretary’s Report:  Presented as printed in the September
2006 RRRC Newsletter.  Motion and second to accept the
Secretary’s report as printed.  Motion Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Presented as printed in the September 2006 RRRC News-

letter.  Motion and second to accept the Treasurer’s report as
printed.  Motion Carried.  An additional report by Jerry Arndt,
NO9U, was that the phone bill and Post Office box rental were
paid in July.

Committee Reports
Groung Hog Party Committee:  Connie DePover, K9CID,

reported that the committee met and made door prizes.  The men’s
sub-committee has yet to meet.

Repeater Committee:  Dale Marks, WB9ADB reported
that there was nothing new to report.  The repeater is in good shape
and working well.

Field Day Committee:  The 2007 Field Day will be
discussed at next month’s meeting

Old Business
Jerry Arndt, NO9U, and Terry Carr, W9TAC talked about

the Sullivan weather station communication group switching to
WIN2000 to replace packet communication for support of the
Weather Bureau.  Training in an 8-lesson format is available on-
line to learn how to load and use the system.  MARS will be
switching to this system as well.  A PC with Windows 2000 or
higher will be required to run this system.  It can use either an RF
link or an internet link for data transfer, and can handle smallere
attachments such as pictures.  There will be a presentation at the
Watertown Library on Thursday at 7:00 PM.

The Christmas Party for 2006 will likely be the first
Sunday in December.  Connie DePover, K9CID, will verify this.
Connie and Bettie Norbury, K9GJC, volunteered to be on the
decorating committee and will turn in receipts for money spent.
The amount to budget will be discussed at the October meeting.
The Watertown Club will likely join with us as before, but Jerry
Arndt will verify this with them.

New Business 
There will be a D-Star presentation in Madison at the

Four Lakes.  It will be sponsored by Kenwood and ICOM.  This
is for a new repeater system using new digital technology, but is
not compatible with existing repeater equipment.  ICOM has
hardware currently available and Ray Novac of ICOM will
present.

            Motion and second to adjourn.  Motion carried and
the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dennis Weigel – KC9ICA
Temporary Scribe in the absence of
Ryan Klavekoske – KB9OWD
RRRC Secretary

Bill Mullin N9XQI Fox Lake
Barb Mullin Guest Fox Lake
Dennis Druecke K9DLD Juneau
Tom Goeller KB9UOA Horicon
Clive Frazier K9FWF Hustisford
Ralph M. Hasler N9WBL Oconomowoc
Gary Pedersen KA9BAE Pewaukee
Roy A. Pedersen K9FHI Juneau
Beryl Pedersen KA9BAC Juneau
Gale Roberts WB9RWW Clyman
Connie DePover K9CID Juneau
David DePover K9MKP Juneau
Dave Pitzlin N9XQJ Beaver Dam
Patricia Hrobsky Guest West Bend
Richard Engel K9RWE West Bend
Gene DeGroot WB9QCC Randolph
Dennis Weigel KC9ICA Burnett
Terry Carr W9TAC Janesville
Duane Haas W9BCV Beaver Dam
Jerry Arndt NO9U Watertown
Mark Jacobson Invenergy North Lake
(Guest Speaker)

SEPTEMBER 2006
RRRC MEETING

ATTENDENCE



Eighth Annual
Wisconsin ARES/RACES

Conference
Saturday, October 28, 2006

10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Department of Military Affairs, Wisconsin

Emergency Management (WEM)
2400 Wright Street

 Madison WI 53707-7865

Talk-in – 147.150, PL 123.0

Please join us for the eighth annual ARES/RACES Confer-
ence (formerly the Leadership Conference)!  This year’s confer-
ence is open to everyone interested in ARES/RACES.  The
invitation is open to EMs, NWS and private disaster relief
personnel, etc.  We will have the opportunity to tour the remod-
eled WEM Emergency Operations Center.  Box lunches will be
served at noon.  Cost for the conference is $8.00, which includes
the box lunch and beverage.  Payment will be collected at the
conference and registration is required..  It needs to be received
by October 21, 2006.  Please complete the registration form
online at http://www.wi-aresraces.org/2006confreg.htm or on
the attached.  A registration should be completed for each
attendee, including nonARES/RACES personnel.

In addition to the WEM EOC tour, informational sessions,
and for the first time, select workshops will be offered.  Updates
on the 2006 WI ARES/RACES priorities will be also provided.
It is important you attend this conference with an open mind and
learn as much as possible.  We will also have the opportunity for
networking, which is extremely important.  Take the opportunity
to talk with someone you don’t know and learn from each other.
Tomorrow, you may be reliant upon them for emergency commu-
nications support.

Please invite your County Emergency Management Coor-
dinator or your Red Cross or Salvation Army’s Director!  It will
be well worthwhile and give you the opportunity to display the
strength and professionalism of Wisconsin ARES/RACES!  See
you there!

SEC Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO:bniemuth@new.rr.com
920-779-0611

Please complete the fields below and return to
bniemuth@new.rr.com.

Name:
Call Sign:
ARES Position:
Other Position/Organization:
County:
Menu Item: Standard:  › No Meal:›

W9DXCC CONVENTION
By Jerry Arndt NO9U

On Friday, September 15, 2006, Randy, KB9KEG and I
went down to Elk Grove Village, Ill. For the 54th annual W9DXCC
Convention.  We stayed overnight on Friday, and Early on
Saturday attended the meetings.  As usual, there was never a dull
moment.  Things moved along fast, and to say the least, the
programs were very interesting.  The one the first items was a slide
presentation of Allan, K6SRZ’s trip to Kure Island (K7C).  This
was formerly known as Bird Island.  From there we went to Mali,
TZ5A, and Lee Finkel KY7M gave a video and audio of his stay
there.  From there we went to the DXpedition that everyone
wanted to work, but many of us couldn’t even hear them; and that
was VU4AN on Andaman 2006.  Bernie , W3UR gave  us the
rundown on that one.  We heard about propagation from Carl
K9LA, and found out why we had trouble trying to work VU4 in
Andaman.  Weird stuff that propagation.

Over $15,000 worth of prizes were raffled off, and we got
the short end of it.  Randy got a t-shirt and hat, and I got a book
that really wasn’t worth much.  Actually I got a certificate worth
$300.00 off on an amplifier which cost $2,000.00.  I am not an
amplifier man, so I traded it for whatever I could.

The Banquet was really good.  Excellent food.  Bob
Allphin, K4UEE was the speaker, and told about the DXpedition
to Peter I island 3Y0X.  They had taken a photographer along with
them, but also unknown to them, had 4 other photographers that
did excellent work.  They ended up with 17,000 color pictures.
Now how do you sort those out for a slide presentation.   I ordered
the  video on the DXpedition, and should have it shortly.  I would
be only to happy to show it at one of the meetings, if you would
like.

During the raffle, the main prize was an ICOM IC-7000.
The big giveaway was the IC746PRO III.  I don’t know why I even
try, because I never win anything that is of any value.  OH Well,
cry, cry cry.

Really a good show, and looking forward to the next.
By the way, the big event of the banquet is when everyone

who has confirmed 100 DX countries stands up.  Then the
numbers go up, until everyone is sitting down except the big guns.
Finally, the top DXer is left standing.  This year that person had
391 countries overall confirmed.  Needless to say, I have a ways
to go yet.  I only have 220 confirmed.  I don’t think I will hit the
honor roll in my life time.  I spoke with one gentleman, who,
during the top of the cycle worked all but 5 counties in one year.
With a set of antennas up 150+ feet and a full gallon of power, I
guess this would be possible.

Jerry Arndt NO9U



DEADLINE FOR THE
NOVEMBER ISSUE

OF THE RRRC NEWS
IS FRIDAY,

OCTOBER 27th

RRRC MEMBER PROFILE
DENNIS WEIGEL KC9ICA

I was born and spent my first 35 years in Waterloo, Iowa.
I went into maintenance as an electrician in 1974 at Chamberlain
Manufacturing Corporation in Waterloo.  In 1980, I accepted a
similar position one of the John Deere plants, also in Waterloo.  I
moved to Wisconsin in August of 1987 to take a job as Industrial
Electrician at John Deere in Horicon.  I rented homes in Horicon
and Randolph, got tired of moving, and finally bought a house in
Burnett in the spring of 1990.

After a total of 25 years as a Journeyman Industrial Electri-
cian, I finished my first Engineering degree and transferred to
Engineering at Deere in 1999 as Controls Engineer.  I now hold
a Bachelor of Science in Electronics Engineering and a Master of
Science in Computer Engineering.  My main focus for many years
has been machine and process controls and microprocessors, so
amateur radio is a new and exciting direction in electronics.

I have had a desire to be involved in Amateur Radio for
many years, but just never took the time to get my license.  I have
started learning Morse code many times using many different
methods, but have always let myself become sidetracked by other
things in life.  I married my wife, Donna, 9 years ago and later we
met and became friends with Deb and Terry Carr.  Terry,
W9TAC, has been a Ham operator for many years and he
recharged the Ham Radio bug in me.  I attended several RRRC
meetings and went to several Ham Fest events with Terry, where
I purchased the book “Now You’re Talking” and started studying
to take the Technician exam.  At the August 2005 Baraboo Ham
Fest, I took the test and passed.  I received my Technician license
and joined the RRRC in September 2005.

Progress toward upgrading my license has been slow so far.
My wife has her own handcrafted soap making business, which
has really begun to grow.  To help her keep up, I have designed
and built automated equipment to make her process be more
efficient.  This project has taken up much of my time over the last
couple of years, but it is well worth it as I am committed to helping
her succeed.  I should be finished with this phase soon, and then
I can take a breather and use the cold winter months ahead to get
serious about learning the Morse code and studying to move up
to the higher license classes.  I am fortunate in that my wife
supports and encourages me in things that I do, including Ham
radio.  She even has a grin on her face when she spots me taking
measurements to find a place for an antenna.  I purchased a new
HF radio last spring at the AES Superfest and was able to break
it in with Terry during Field Day last June, operating from my
camper.  Interacting with stations from around the world using a
wire antenna hanging in the trees was an absolute blast.  I plan on
doing it again next year, hopefully with my own upgraded license.
I now keep the HF radio out on my desk at home next to my 2-
meter rig as a visible incentive to keep moving toward that license
upgrade.

I am pleased to be involved with the RRRC.  I have never
met a nicer group and always look forward to the monthly
meetings as well as other events.  I am most definitely a “Rookie”
when it comes to Amateur radio and will make plenty of mistakes,
but I feel welcome and comfortable in the group and hope to
contribute as the years go on.

73
Dennis Weigel – KC9ICA

RRRC Ham Of The Month Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA

It has been quite a year so far, with field day, some weather
alerts, some very good programs presented and the noise on

the repeater causing havoc with communications. Now
with fall upon us and the temperatures dropping daily our thoughts
turn to getting that last bit of antenna work done, sprucing up the
shack for the long winter nights operation and getting ready for
the new year.

With that said, we must turn out thoughts to our next few
months club activities. The October meeting will be busy this year
with our auction and a presentation on Introduction to the Incident
Command System on tap for that night. Also some discussion
about the November elections needs to be done and nominating
committee to be appointed for the elections. Please be in delibera-
tion about these very important positions for our club leadership
and if you are led to run for office put your hat in the ring and step
up to the microphone.

Planning for the Christmas party needs to be addressed and
put into motion for this holiday season. Please bring your ideas
and excitement to the next meeting.

I am looking forward to seeing you soon at our next
meeting.

73’s
Terry Carr, W9TAC
President

PRESIDENT's
REPORT

ByTerry Carr W9TAC



LAST CALL – 2006 ANNUAL
GROUND HOG PARTY

By Duane Haas W9BCV
Time is running out, get your reservation in now so we

know how many to prepare for this Gala Event. Bettie Norbury,
K9GJC and her “Helpers” have been putting in over-time prepar-
ing for the event. (see pictures of committee at work elsewhere in
this newsletter) Last month’s newsletter had a flyer covering all
the information and reservation form and we ask that you include
that form when sending in your check and reservation. The
deadline for reservations has been extended to October 7th.

The committee certainly has done their best to make this
Party a success and both the Watertown Club and the RRRC can
thank them for a job well done. Your presence will determine the
future of the Party. If you have any questions, please call Bettie
at 920-261-0637 or e-mail her at betim@charter.net

BITS AND PIECES
By Duane Haas W9BCV

Plan now to attend the RRRC/Watertown Club annual
Winter/Christmas Party. The date is Sunday, December 3rd and
it will be held in the Bayside Supper Club here in Beaver Dam.
We will have full details in next month’s newsletter.

Ralph Hasler, N9WBL of Oconomowoc has retired and is
a regular check-in on our Saturday morning RRRC net on
3947kc. We will have to get over to his place and get a picture
of his station and a bio on his activities for the RRRC newsletter.
Ralph has been very faithful attending our club meetings. I
believe he travels the farthest to get to our meetings. Dennis
Lerum, N9NAM of Rio lives the farthest away and still attends
the meetings occasionally. He will have an article in the newslet-
ter soon covering the lightening strike that demolished his tower
and most of the Ham equipment. Talking about the Lerum’s, his
brother, Phil, N9MGF, of Fox Lake recently moved to a new
QTH. There isn’t enough room for an antenna at the new location
but he has hooked up to an eve spout and believe it or not, it really
puts out a great signal on HF. It sure is good to hear him back on
the air again.

It was good to see Clive Frazier, K9FWF, from Hustisford
at our recent meetings. He spends his summer up here but his
permanent home is down in Windermere Florida. He has told us
quite a bit about the emergency operations in his area.

We are pleased to have Dennis Weigel, KC9ICA of
Burnett provide us with his bio in this newsletter so we know
more about him. He has been very faithful in filling in for
Secretary, Ryan Klavekoske, KB9OWD. Ryan is a police officer
here in Beaver Dam and he has to get a substitute to take his place
when he is at our club meeting. Recently, he has been tied up with
police duties and unable to make the meetings but Dennis has
been able to fill in for him. Ryan is off the air for the time being
due to storm damage to his HF antenna. He has been able to use
my facilities for contesting and has been able to make some
outstanding scores. He will have to fill us in some time on his
operating ability. His sending speed on CW is outstanding, 30
WPM and of course, he can receive at that speed with ease.

We will have the corrections to the RRRC 2006 Member
Roster next month.

Thanks to all who contributed material for this month’s
newsletter. We appreciate your help and it makes it more
interesting. 73 Duane W9BCV
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